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and describes to her close confidant, feelings of wonder,
suspense, anxiety, love, fear and thrill she experienced
when she saw her beloved from close quarters as a sort
of agreeable surprise, which confuses her regarding the
real identity of the person, making her almost identify
that person as the Supreme Lord Himself. The inner
idea is that the Supreme Lord (para) with whom the
nayika is in love, no longer appears as inaccessible but
as sulabha (easily accessible). Every line of this
commentary is replete with a variety of references and
quotations from several sources like the Upamsad-s, the
Ramayana and the Gita and Kavya's like those of
Kalidasa31 and Bhartrhari,32 testifying to the wide range
of scholarship of our author and his mastery over the
Divya -prabandham.

In addition to the above works of Parasara we have
quite a few Tamil mrvaha-^, which are interpretations
of some of the expressions or passages found in the
Divya-prabandham. These interpretations have come
down to us through the references found in the
commentaries on the Tiruvaymoli such as Arayirappadi,
Onpadinayirappadi and Muppattarayirappadi. Parasara
who was an authority on the Divyaprabandham used
to give regular discourses (kalaksepa-s) on it in the course
of which he used to explain in his own inimitable style
several important and knotty passages, much to the delight
of his fortunate audience. It is these interpretations,
elucidations, explanations or justifications of Parasara that
are known in tradition as Bhattar-nirvabam-^.

All the available works of Parasara including the stray
verses will be taken up for a detailed study in the following